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Unole Sam's Forest Rangers ! 

THEME 

Talk about your American fighting spirit? Recently a young 
old man wrote to the Forest Supervisor of a estern National 
Forest in this fashion: I quote: "Forest Supervisor, Dear Sir, 
I am willing to do forest lookout duty if 4t will release a 
younger man to the fighting force of the United States. .. I 
willbe 77 years old next week, " this patriot continued ... 
"I fought in the Spanish Yar and bought what bonds I could 
during World War I, and am willing to serve row without 

galary - just camp supplies." —- End of quote...Xes, defense of 
one's homeland means more than battling with a gun ard when al) 
of us realize that, and contribute our full share to cur 
country, however modest thet share may seem tos, Victory 

is assured. 

Ané now, to the Pine Cone National Fore st, where 4¢ looks like 
something unusual is ebout to happen on this bright April 
afterncon. At the Ranger Station, we find Bees Hebbins tal kine 
to a disturbed and excited Mary Halloway. Here they are: 

But Mery, how in the world did the folks in Winding Creek get 
to know about it. 60 soon? Jim only received the telegram this 


morning. 
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MARY: 


BESS: . 


MARY? 


Pabe 3 


I guess Elmira spread the news, She read the message to Mr, 


Rebbins over the telephone. But that's not important, Mrs. 


Robbing. The important thing 4s that they can't do thet to 
Mr. Robbins, that's all. 
Orders are orders, Mary. When you and Jerry get married, dear, 


and you get to be a forest ranger's wife, you'll find thet you'l: 


have to forget your pergonal feelings and wants a lot of times. 
Yes, I suppose 80. But when I think of you and Mr. Robbins 
moving away from here I could ...1I could just Orye 

Please, Mery. Now do you think I feel about 1%? After sll 
these years...and all the friends we've made here on the Pins 
Cone National Forest...But I don't propose to let Jim know how 
I feel about it. And besides we're still here, eren't we? 
And you'll stay here, too, if the people eround here have, - 
anything to saysout 4t. They're already planning a nebae son 
for Mr, Rebbina to say here as Forest Ranger. 

toy ehouldn't do that, Mary. Jim wouldn't like it a bit. 

And after all we don’t realiy know what's going to happen yet. 
The telegram didn't give very much information, you know. 

Just what was the messaze, Mre. Robbins? Do you have the 
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telegram here? — 
I don't need 4t, Mery. I already know what it says by heart, 


_ trying to find something in the words that'll somehow give it a 


different, more pleasant meaning. 


- Mee, it's difficult to read between the lines of a telegram. 
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| Page 4 
‘The message was simply thig...(SLOWLY) Washington Office 
requests you prepare for new assignment. Please stay close 
to your station pending further orders...and it was signed 
Supervisor Ellsworth. 
Hem-m. Frepare ... for new assignment...That sounde so terribly 
ominous, Mra. Robbins. What aia Mr. Robbins think about it? 
Jim didn't say much. But then he wouldn't, Mary. Jerry seemed 
pretty cut up about 4¢, though. ; 
Poor Jerry. I know just how he feels. 

We've @11 got to be practical about this, Mary. If Jim is 
transferred, Jerry would be the logical manto take his places. 
It might even be poscible then for you and Jerry es. for you and 

Serry to get... } 

I know, Mrs. Robbins. But we'd both rather have thinge go along 
as they on 4f only they'll let you and My. Robbins stay here.. 
Jerry and. I ere both young, and we can afford to walt a while 
before we think seriously about getting married. But you snd 
Mr. Robbing... 

We're getting on in Years? Is that what you mean, Mary? 

No, Mrs. Robbins. I don't think you and Mr. Robbing will ever 
really get old. I...I just meant thet you've been here a0 long 
now, and Mr. Robbins’ very life is so wrapped up in the Forest 
here that it doesn't seem right that...0h, I guess I've made 

a mess of trying to explain what I feel. 
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Paze § 
No, you're sweet, Mary. But please don't worry any more about 
it. Maybe things wikl work out all right. In any event, Jim's 
® good soldier and he'll be able to take hold wherever he's put. 
Where are they now? I mean Mr. Robbins and Jerry? 
Well, Jim was about to. start on an inspection trip to the 
look-out stations when the telegram came. But he decided it 
would be wisest to stay fairly close so he and Jerry went te 
lock over that road porject near North Fork. They ought toe 
be on their way back home, though, (FADE) by now. 


SOUND:OF CAR MOTOR( SUSTAIN) 


JIM: 


JERRY: 


JERRY s 


Why so quiet, Jerry? You haven't said anything since we left 
the project. | 

Doggone it, Jim’ How can you be so calm ané cool about ell this 
any way? 

I don't see any use in getting all het up, Jerry. If I'm tebe 
transferred, well, I'11 be transferred, that's sll there is to i’. 
But, Jim, after all the years and all the work you've put in on 
the Pine Cone. Good gravy, they don't think you necd broader 
experience, do they? That's one of the reasons why the Forest 
Service transfers men around. 

We oughtn't go off helf cocked, Jerry. The telegram only said 

I was to prepare to go to a new job, you remember. That could 
mean anything. They might have a place in mind where. I can use 
what experience I've gotten here through the years. ‘here I san 


help out a bit, meybe. Don't forget, there's a war on.... 
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Page 6 
Yeah, Jim, but what about this forest? I don't believe 14 mld 
ever be the same without youe Why, Jim, every improvement and 
development in here, the trails and the roads, our wildlife, the 
reoreation areas and the forest plantations, every bit of it ie 
the result of your nursing thie Gistrict along from its 
back-woods daya...f...I didn't mean to make a speech but that's 
the way I feel about it. | , 
Well, Jerry, if they do transfer me away from the Pine Cone i 
reckon T'a miss you as much as I would anything. But my yote’s 
in for you to take over here 4f LTleave. It might even be the 
chance you and Mary have been looking for to get married, Did 
you think about that? 
Jin, I don! t think I'd want to stay on here without you. And, 


by George, I'll tell ‘em 60, too. 


Easy, Jerry. The Forest Service knows what or doing. I'm 
sure there's a good reagon for whatever they have in mind. 
Yesh, I suppose so. 

I think all in ell, things are in pretty good shepe on the 
district, Jerry. ‘The fire organization is going to be a plenty 
tough problem, this year, but youwn't have any trouble 
handling our timber sales, and the road conatruction plane are 
right up to snuff. As a matter offact, Jerry, you've done most 


of the actual work on all of it. 
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JERRY: 


JIM: 


» JERRY: 


JERRY: 


Pace 7 
Yeah! But I doubt if I'd have accomplished very much without 
knowing that you were etanding right behind me ready to snap me 
out of it if I took the wrong step. And there's another thing, 
Jim. | 
What's that, Jerry? 
I'm thinking about all the help you've given to folks sround 
the National Forest country here...Helping them to practice 
good foreetry on their own lands, and all. They'll miss you, 
too, Jim. 
I don't think so, Jerry. A progrem of forestry doesn't denend 
on any one person. It takes thousands ~ millions of people ~ 
working together to put conservation across on a scale that's 
worth while, on a national scale. All I've been able to do is 
help a few people around here. They'll go on practicing good 
forestry. I know they will. : 
O.K. Jim. I hope eo. 
Well, we'l1 be’ home soon. I guese Bees is feeling kinda low 
about thet telegraa,. | | 
5 ae a F bet she doesn t let on, though, not Mrs. Robbins...Say, 
Jim, when do you think you'll hear more about thie new job? 
The sooner the betteras far as I'm concerned; Jerry. (FADE) 


Maybe there'll te something in today’s mail. 


‘88, MUSICAL INTERLUDE: 


TELEPHONE RINGS 


op, BESS: 


Stay where you are, ‘Jim. I'll answer it. 
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_ JIM: Thanks, Beas. 
3, RECETVER oFF oc 
Be ‘BESS: Hello. This is the Ranger Station..lho?..0h, Mr. Devonshire. 
How are you?...yes, Jim's here... ‘what's that?...(LAUGHS). Well, 
are you speaking for yourself or as the Editor of the Clerion? 
.--Of course 4¢ makes a difference, Mr. Devonshire. Jim says 
there's been too much publicity as it 1s, with nothing at all 
sure about a transfer... 
JIM: Let me talk to Harry, Bess. 
, BESS: Here's Jim, now. He wants to talk to you...Remember me to Mrs. 
| Devonshire, Well, thanks...All right, Jim. 
JIM: Hello, Harry...Huh? ...Why I feel fine, of course...The transfer’ 
| No, nothing new Sn. that yet. Jerry's gone to town after the 
) mail. Ought to be back soon...Yeah... 
15. SESS: Jerry's coming now, Jim. And Mery's with him. They're both 
running, and Jerry's waving a letter over his head... 
JIM: Hold on a minute, Horry. Looks like Jerry's coming with the: 
newg...Huh?...Sure, just hang on, Harry... 
JERRY: (COMING ON BREATHLESS) Rushed back as fast as I could, Jim. 
a BBS This letter here, direct from the Regional Office, ought to tell 
a us something. 
MARY: (BREATHLESS) Whew! We ran almost all the way, Mra. Robbins. 
BESS: | Weil, Jim Robbins, aren't youging to open that letter? We'll 


never know what's in it 4f you just keep standing there staring 
at it in your hands. 
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pret Now, Bes6ee. 
JERRY: — (SOFTLY) Want me to read it, Jim? 
JIM: Yeah, I reckon maybe you'd better, Jerry. 
: ‘MARY: Hurry, Jerry. Read it out loud. Now, why are you shaking 60? 
‘3, SOUND:OF PAPER TEARING | 
_ JERRY: Teke it easy, Mary. Don't rush me. (MUMBLES) District Ranger 


Jim Robbins...speolal assignment... Washington...Immediately... 


aos os 


(ALOUD) Well, I'll be jigeered! Wow! What do you think of the 
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Jerry quick, if you don't read that letter to us this minute, 


a4 


£421 @2ee T'12 *@ees9o i 
1. JERRY: All right? Liaten now!’ District Ranger James Robbins, U. 8. 


——..- <= 
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Forest Service, Winding Creek... 


——- 


BESS: Jerry, please i 
‘ JERRY: I'm sorry, Mrs. Robbins..-Well, here's what it rayé... (READS) 
In line with the wartime policy of the Forest Service to adjust 
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manpower to war needs according to the abilities an¢ 
qualifications of our various personnel, it is requessed that 
you report immediately for a special assignment to the Chief'a 
‘a Office in Washington.... | 

>, BESS: Oh, Jim 
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ce Now, get this...(READING) Your new assignment will be of 
several weeks! duration and, during your absence from the Pine 
Cone National Forest, Assistant Ranger Jeremiah Quick... (STRAIGH! 
that's me folke...{READING) will take over your usual duties 
4n connection with the admini stration of your district... 
(STRAIGHT) Well, that's 4t, folke. We got all het up about 
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| Ve : | a trip that's only goin' to last a few weks. 

be MARY: Oh, Mr. Robbing! I think that's wonderful. ! 

; yey | 

19. : (CLEARS THROAT) It's sorta got me tongue-tied...Now, Bess, whati 


q are you crying for? Here, stop that nonsense. 
oe BESS; I'm all right, Jam...It's just that I've been so afraid we'd be 
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transferred permanently. Everything's fine, now. I'm very 


a happy for you, Jim. 
34, JERRY: Say, who the dickens left this telephone receiver dangling here, 


SF 
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roo ao pe” 


a | off the hook? . - 
16. JIM: Good gravy. I plumb forgot Harry Devonshire wax holding on... 
| ~ Here, give me that, Jerry..eHello...Hello, Harry? Hello! Well 

of all che ungrateful, uninterested newspaper editors I've 
| ever..... | ’ 
JERRY: What's the matter, Jim? ne | ; | if 
J Whet's the matter? thy, good gravy, Jerry. Here t am with jat 
just the story Harry wanted...Local Forest Ranger called to 
Washington to help run the war...or something..and what does 


, he do? He hangs up on me@..ee 
ALL LAUGH OUT | | beh | | 
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- MUBICAL FINALE 

_ ANNOUNCER: So Ranger Jim goes to Washington. And next week we'll follow 
along and bring you a story on his new assignment. Uncle San's 
Forest Rangers comes to you each Friday during the Ferm and 
Home Hour, with the cooperation of the Forest Service, United | 


States Department of Agriculture. 
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